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Business-to-Business Roundtable Discussion

Globes Conference, Dec. 14, 2008
Last year, the Jewish Agency for Israel convened the first "Business-to-Business" (B2B) initiative within the framework of the International Globes Business Conference. Participants hailed from communities across the globe and from an array of business sectors. The one defining characteristic of all participants was that they harbored a special place for Israel – in their hearts, minds, for unique business opportunity – or a combination of the three.  

Israel is clearly unique: A tiny country with a small local economy, paucity of natural resources, limited human resources, which in any other scenario could have feasibly paralyzed this young nation. Moreover, Israel – the only democracy in the Middle East – is not considered mainstream among all countries, all people and as a result all companies. Yet within these confines, Israel has made its mark on global markets whether in R&D, high tech, bio tech, finance, traditional industry, and so much more.   
We are all here to do business. But is there more that we can and should be exploring as business leaders vis-à-vis Israel? Is there more we can do to leverage Israel's innovative capabilities and unique skill sets in helping to advance Israel among leading nations?  As the only democracy in the region, does this place additional responsibility on the overseas business community? Israel has unique strengths and weakness – is there more that we can or should be doing together as business leaders to strengthen the business sector as well as the social sector? 

What will our breakaway workshop and roundtable discussion focus on?: 
"The Role of Israeli and Global Business Leaders in the Positioning of Israel & Potential Areas of Joint Impact" 
Goal of Roundtable: To crystallize concrete ideas or initiatives to be advanced in the coming year. To have measurable outcomes that can be monitored and reported upon. 

Our Panel Discussion & Round Table discussion will focus on concrete questions such as: 
· How can Israel and overseas business community's strengths and weaknesses complement one another? How should business leaders from Israel and overseas communities collaborate?
· In what ways can the overseas business community and/or Jewish community strengthen its impact on Israel's Economic Development? 
· New Policy Directives: How can we as business leaders affect company policy?  
·  What should we be advocating for – in Israel and in our own communities?
·  Business impacting civic society: can philanthropic endeavor be on our joint global agenda? How can we collaborate to improve the world around us?
· B2B Forum for continuing discussion and decision-making.
