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	March 2011, Newsletter #22


New Appointments I am pleased to announce that the Leadership Nominating Committee and the Board of Governors unanimously elected Mr. James Tisch as the Chairperson of the Board of Governors of the Jewish Agency for a term of four years, which will begin in June 2011 and end in June 2015.

[image: Press Materials - Jim Tisch head shot]James S. Tisch is President and Chief Executive Officer of Loews Corporation.  He has been with Loews since 1977.  Prior to that he was with CNA Financial Corporation. Mr. Tisch is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Cornell University where he majored in economics.  He holds an MBA with Distinction from the Wharton Graduate School of the University of Pennsylvania. Mr. Tisch is Chairman of the Board of Directors of Diamond Offshore Drilling, Inc., and a member of the Board of Directors of CNA Financial Corporation and of Loews Corporation. He also serves as a director on the board of the General Electric Company. Mr. Tisch is Chairman of the Board of WNET.ORG, parent of WNET Channel 13 and WLIW Channel 21, and is also a member of the Board of Directors of The New York Public Library.  He is a director on the board of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, and a Trustee of the Mount Sinai Medical Center.  Mr. Tisch serves on the Executive Committee of the Partnership for New York City, and is President and Chairman Emeritus of Federation Employment and Guidance Service (F.E.G.S.).  He is past Chairman of the Board of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations, past Chairman of the Board of United Jewish Communities, and past President of UJA-Federation of New York. On behalf of the members of the Board of Governors, I congratulate him and I am confident that Jim will be an important asset for the Jewish Agency as we continue to meet the many challenges ahead. 
	[image: רני]The Leadership Nominating Committee and the Board also unanimously elected Mr. Rany Trainin, former head of the Yoav regional council (for almost 16 years), as the Deputy Chairperson of the Executive of the Jewish Agency, for a term of four years, through June 2014. Rany is a member of Kibbutz Beit Nir, where he has acted as economic manager and treasurer. He has also been managing director of a major fruit juice production facility.  Rany is a member of the board of Meretz and a former member of the board of the Kibbutz Artzi Federation.  He served in the IDF as a paratrooper, reaching the rank of lieutenant colonel (reserve). Rany is a member of the Jewish Agency’s Board of Governors and Executive. He served as the Chairman of the Information Technology Committee and as the Co-Chair of the Israel Committee.



New Management Structure During the February Board of Governors meetings, the Board and Executive approved the new management structure of the Jewish Agency, within which seven senior staff persons were appointed as Deputy Directors General: 

1. Ms. Amira Aharonovich - Strategy, Planning & Content.
1. Mr. Eli Cohen - Global Operations, Aliyah Services and Customer Relations, Rest of the world.
1. Ms. Leah Golan - Programs.
1. Ms. Hasia Israeli - Customer Relations, North America.
1. Mr. Yaron Neudorfer - Finance. 
1. Mr. Josh Schwarcz - Government Relations and Special Tasks. 
1. Mr. Moshe Shiff – Human Resources & Administration. 

(Names in alphabetical order)

Mr. Arieh Abir, former CEO of Europe Region, was appointed as Director of the Companies Bureau.  

New Governance Structure At the opening Board plenary, we discussed in depth the recommendations of the Governance Task Force. The Task Force examined not only the committee structure but also how to make the committees and plenum much more meaningful. The Task Force will have further discussions and will approach the Board with another set of recommendations as to the work of the committees and plenum. Following stimulating deliberations, the proposed new committee structure, reflecting our new organizational design, was approved by the Board. We will be appointing a By-laws Committee to recommend the appropriate changes to the Bylaws reflecting the new Governance Structure.

Celebrating 25 Years of Freedom for Natan Sharansky In a moving ceremony, held at the Prime Minister’s Office, attended by leading dignitaries and public figures from the Jewish world, the Jewish Agency marked Natan Sharansky's liberation from Soviet imprisonment 25 years ago. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu recognized Sharansky's decades of activism and leadership for democracy and Jewish peoplehood, saying, "The side of freedom, the side of the Jewish people and the side of the Jewish state. That's what you represent. Thank you Natan." 
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[image: 324 T sasson (4)]The Select Core Priority Update The Select Core Priority process and materials are now up on the JFNA website. The Select Core website includes the materials you may want to check out regarding JAFI’s proposals to communities.

I welcome any comments or thoughts on the issues. Please use my personal e-mail - richie@pearlstonegroup.com.





Editor: Sarit Sharfi
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